
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 
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A LIST OF THE INHABITAJSTTS OP GBEMANTOWN 
AND CHESTNUT HILL IE 1809. 



BY THOMAS H. SHOEMAKER. 

I am indebted to Mr. Jabez Gates, of Germantown, for 
permission to copy the original tax-book, now in his posses- 
sion, of Samuel Fleckenstein, Collector of Taxes for Ger- 
mantown for 1809. It is valuable, as it gives us a complete 
list of the inhabitants of the town at that date, forming a 
directory of unquestioned reliability. The first directory 
containing Germantown names was published after the con- 
solidation, by Mcllroy, in 1856, hence persons seeking in- 
formation of its early inhabitants have been cut ofi" from 
this ordinary source of information, so useful in cities. The 
list begins at the foot of Negley's Hill, where Stenton Ave- 
nue enters, then called Bristol Township Line, goes up 
Germantown Avenue, taking in the side streets as they 
are met, until the end of Germantown proper is reached, 
above Gorgas Lane, then crosses to the west side of the 
avenue, continuing down in the same manner until a point 
opposite the place of beginning was arrived at, when those 
persons to the west, on Manheim Street, Queen Lane, and 
Township Line, are assessed. It then recommences at the 
end of Germantown proper, where the crossing was made, 
goes up the east side to Chestnut Hill, and comes down 
the west to about opposite Gorgas Lane. The property 
covered was from the foot of Negley's Hill to Chestnut Hill 
inclusive, and from Bristol Township Line to Roxborough 
Township Line. 
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lu the arrangement of the list, the first column con- 
tains the individual's name; the second the assessed 
valuation of his real estate, if he owned any, vs^hile the 
word " Est." followed the owner's name if he did not oc- 
cupy but rented the property; the third is a personal tax, 
something like our poll-tax, which varied with the esti- 
mated wealth of the individual ; the fourth is the total tax 
paid. 

The assessed valuation of real estate in the Twenty- 
second Ward for 1891 is $32,743,896, yielding an income 
of 1502,118, while for 1809 it was |516,278, with a return 
of 12581.39. To be sure, the Twenty-second Ward covers 
a little more territory than the tax list of 1809, but for com- 
parative purposes in a rough way, that is hardly worth 
taking into account. 

It is interesting to note how closely Germantown Avenue 
was at that day built up from Stenton Avenue to Gorgas 
Lane, the lots being small, while laud was so plenty in the 
rear. The Duke de la Rochefoucauld-Liancourt, in 1799, 
aptly describes Germantown as " a long village near two 
and a half miles in extent. The houses to the number of 
about three hundred are all built on the side of the high- 
way, and are erected close to each other." The price of 
land he gives at from one hundred and sixty dollars per 
acre to eight hundred dollars per acre, the latter being an 
unusual price. At this period the streets at right angles to 
Germantown Avenue were few in number, having been laid 
out with the view of reaching an objective point, rather than 
for residences, though incidentally a few houses were built 
on them. They were Fisher's Lane, which went to the 
Fisher estate ; Danenhower's Mill Road, now Duy's Lane, 
leading to Danenhower's mill, located on the Wingohocking 
Creek ; Shoemaker Lane, which led to the old Shoemaker 
house, built in 1682 ; Mill Street, opened to Townsend's 
mill, built in 1683, later known as Roberts's mill ; Methodist 
Lane, from the little church of that denomination on it (the 
original edifice was torn down in the spring of 1891) ; the 
street is now called Haines Street, though it is also marked 



Inhabitants of Oermantown and Chestnut Hill in 1809. 451 

on old maps as Pickless or Bristol Lane. Then came 
Abington or Keyser's Lane, now "Washington Lane, lead- 
ing to Abington ; and last, on the east side, Church Street, 
from St. Michael's Lutheran Church, which stands on the 
east corner, and was erected in 1746. Coming down on 
the west side, the first road we meet is Washington Lane, 
then came Poor-House Lane or liittenhouse's Mill Road, 
leading to Rittenhouse's paper-mill ; School-House Lane, so 
called from the academy built in 1760 ; and Indian Queen 
Lane, followed by Manheim Street, called Bockius or 
Picket's Lane. These cross-streets, with the avenue in the 
centre, and the two township lines, which formed the 1)0un- 
daries, were all the streets in the place. The principal in- 
dustries followed were farming, shoe manufacturing for the 
wholesale trade, hat-making, and tanning. Stockings were 
made in large quantities, but rather as an occupation in the 
houses by the women than as a centralized industry, this 
not starting until 1825, when Thomas R. Fisher inaugurated 
the industry, which in later days grew to large proportions. 
In the foot-notes I have tried to add to the usefulness of the 
list by identifying the location of the properties and the oc- 
cupation of the individual, and I am particularly indebted 
for aid to Messrs. "W. W. "Wister, Charles J. "Wister, John 
C. Channon, and others, besides much that I have learned 
from borrowed deeds. Printed on pages and pasted in the 
book are the tax-rates and Fleckenstein's appointment as 
collector ; they are as follows : 

" Philadelphia, ss. 

" A TAX of Fifty cents 

in every hundred dollars on the real estate, and a personal 
tax from Three Dollars to fifteen cents on the freeholders 
and inhabitants within the Township of Germantown for 
paying coroners fees, building and repairing bridges and 
causeways; repairs of county jail and debtors apartments; 
support of prisoners; laying and collecting taxes, and inci- 
dental expenses at elections and courts. And also a fine of 
four dollars, laid on all persons from the age of twenty-one 
to forty-five who have declined to be enrolled, and are ex- 
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empt from training with the militia, agreeably to an act of 
the General Assembly, entitled, ' An act for the regulation 
of the militia of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,' 
passed the 9th day of April, 1807. 

" Given under our hands, this twentieth day of March, 
1809. 

"Dan'l Trump. 

" Jacob Heyberger. 

" Peter Christian. 
" Attest : Geo. Honey, Clk." 

" Philadelphia, ss. 

" Samuel Fleckenstein Collector of the Township of 
Germantown. 

" You are hereby empowered to collect and recieve the 
several sums in your duplicate, respectively, mentioned ; and 
on the second day of September to pay all such monies as 
you shall have then received, to Robert McMullen county 
Treasurer, (which day, at ten o'clock, at the Old Court 
House is appointed to make allowances for mistakes and 
indigent persons.) And you are further required, to collect 
and pay in the whole and every of the sums, so assessed 
and rectified in your duplicate, on or before the First day 
of November next ; which day is appointed finally to settle. 
But if any person shall neglect or refuse payment, for the 
space of thirty days after demand made, you are then hereby 
empowered to call to your assistance any constable or other 
fit person, if occasion be, and levy on the goods chattels or 
effects, and make sale thereof according to law; rendering 
the overplus, if any be, to the owner (reasonable charges 
first deducted). And if he, she or they refuse to receive it 
then to pay the same to the said Treasurer, in order that 
he she or they may credit for the same hereafter ; but if no 
distress can be found, you are hereby authorised to take the 
body of such delinquent, and convey him to the goal of the 
proper county, there to remain until the taxes with cost, be 
paid, or secured to be paid, or he be otherwise discharged 
by due course of law. Hereof fail not under the penalty of 
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being proceeded against as the law directs. Given under 
our hand this tenth day of July 1809. 

" Dan. Teump, 

" Jacob Heybbrger. 

" Peter Christian. 

" Commissioners. 
" Attest : Geo. Honey, Clk." 



\J CI IXXOtU. 

George Logan's Est.' 


600 




paid 


3. 


John Lorain's Est* . 


1140 






5.70 


Martin Mehl* . . . 


1125 


75 




6.37 


William Y Birch's Est* . 


488 






2.44 


Robert Barnhill's Est . 


520 






2.60 


Christr Ottinger' . 


845 


60 




4.82 


Charles "Widdis 




50 




50 


William Dedier* 




33 




33 


& for Peter Dedier's Est* 


455 






2.27 


Phillip Barrons Est 


423 






2.11 


Jacob Peiper' . 


155 


30. 




1.07 



' Dr. George Logan, the owner and occupant of Stenton, paid tax to 
the Germantown authorities on that portion of his estate, as assessed 
above, which extended from Stenton Avenue to Loudon Avenue, on the 
east side of Germantown Avenue, now the east side of Neglee's Hill. 

■■' John Lorain, Sr.'s house stood on the top of Neglee's Hill, and was 
torn down by William Adamson when he built his dwelling. No. 4421 
Germantown Avenue. There was a John senior and junior, no doubt 
the same that we find in the early directories as merchants. No. 59 North 
Front Street, Philadelphia, — Lorain & Wilmer. 

' Martin Mehl lived at what is now No. 4441 Germantown Avenue. 
The name is still remembered in the town by Mehl Street. 

* William Y. Birch's estate. A merchant whose house joined Mehl's 
on the north. 

* Christopher Ottinger built in 1776 the stone house still standing and 
occupied by his descendants at No. 4431 Germantown Avenue. 

' William Dedier, carpenter, lived in the house of Peter Dedier's 
estate, now torn down. It stood the second house north of the Lower 
Burying-Ground, Germantown Avenue. 

' Jacob Peiper, teamster, lived in a house belonging to C. J. Wister, 
Corner of Fisher's Lane and Wakefield Street. 
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& for Robert Wharton's Est> 

Jacob Rapp 

William Kyme Junr^ 

Matthias R Miller^ . 

William Kyme 

George Royal* 

Thomas Wilson g . 

Adam Warner* 

& for Thos Roberts's Est 

Jacob Miller* 

& for Charles Hay's Est 

Matthias Miller' 

T. B. Freeman's Est 

John Lamb 

George Sharpless* . 

George Miller Jr 

Solomon Ensign 

George Phillippie . 

Abraham Hornbauch 

Caleb Brickham 

John Hornbaugh' . 



645 




paid 


3.22 


670 


60 


ii 


3.85 




50 


u 


50 




50 


u 


50 


525 


50 


a 


3.12 


515 


50 


a 


3.07 




40 


all 


40 


10 


33 


paid 


38 


450 




li 


2.25 




40 


a 


40 


690 




a 


3.45 




50 


(( 


50 


875 




a 


4.37 


575 


40 


a 


3.27 


375 


50 


a 


2.37 




50 


a 


50 




50 


all 


50 




50 


paid 


50 




50 all 


50 




30 


paid 


30 




20 


li 


20 



^ Robert Wharton's estate. This was property he inherited from his 
ancestor, John Wister, on Fisher's Lane. It was afterwards purchased 
by Charles J. Wister, who facetiously named the farm-house which stood 
on it " Castle Rosenheim." 

^ William Kyme, Jr., was a turner by trade, and had his shop on 
Fisher's Lane. 

' Matthias Miller lived on Mehl Street, near Shoemaker Lane. 

* George Royal, butcher. His house still stands. No. 4511 Germantown 
Avenue. 

* Adam Warner lived on Day's Lane. 

' Jacob Miller, who lived at No. 4473 Germantown Avenue, was a lad 
of sixteen when the battle of Germantown took place. His recorded 
reminiscences are extremely interesting. 

' Matthias R. Miller, son of Jacob. 

' George Sharpless, a coach-maker, who resided on Germantown 
Avenue. 

' John Hornbaugh lived on Germantown Avenue, just above Duy's 
Lane. 
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Jacob Duy* 
Frederick Warner . 
George Daiinenhower ^ 
Charles Dannenhower^ 
John Eose's Est 
Michael Kane . 
Godfrey Dorfuiell's Est 
Francis Baker 
Godfrey Dorfuill's Bst» 
Adam Keppel* 
Thomas N". Lukens . 
Hannah & Mary Burgess' Est 
Silvan Godon . 
John Buckius" 
Jacob Buckius Est . 
Godfrey Dorfuielle's Est 
George Wintergast* 
William Wintergast^ 
Samuel Biddis 
John Deal' 



^ Jacob Duy owned the tavern still standing on the east corner of 
Germantown Avenue and Duy's Lane, now Wister Street. 

^ George and Charles Danenhower had a mill on the Wingohock- 
ing Creek, above Duy's Lane, which in later years was known as Arm- 
strong's, though much enlarged. Danenhower's dam at this spot is 
remembered by the older generation. They lived on Duy's Lane where 
Mill's dye-works are. 

" Godfrey Dorfuiell's estate. This was no doubt Martin Godfred Dor- 
feuille, who in 1797 purchased what is now known as the Hacker House, 
No. 170 Wister Street. 

* Adam Keppel, a German baker, who lived at No. 4541 Germantown 
Avenue, now Kaupp's bakery. 

° John Buckius owned the tavern later at the corner of Manheim 
Street and Germantown Avenue. Manheim Street was in those days 
known as Buckius's Lane. 

^ George and William Wintergast, carpenters and wood-sawyers. They 
lived on the property afterwards owned by Philip R. Freas, and where 
for so many years he published the Germantown Telegraph. The grounds 
extended from Jeiferson to Ashmead Streets, on Germantown Avenue. 

' John Deal, butcher, lived where St. Stephen's Church now stands ; 
afterwards he removed to Fisher's Hollow. 
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30 




2.65 
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50 
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3.10 




25 




25 


880 






4.40 




25 
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2180 






10.90 
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50 




3.55 




50 




50 


500 






2.50 


20 


78 




88 




50 




50 


745 






3.72 


1715 






8.57 


280 


25 




1.65 




50 




50 


505 


50 




3.02 




25 




25 
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Jacob Deal gone^ 
Peter DeaP . 
Jacob Wolf 
Henrj Prailey^ 
Thos Bringhurst* 
Peter Deal Jr gone 
Elizabeth Bringbursts Est* 
Isaac Bringhurst' . 
Jacob Asbmead 
David Ploid dead 
George Wolf« 
Elizabeth Wolf's Est« 
Henry Palmer gone 
John Frailey gone . 
William Snyder 
Charles Wister'' 
Charles Gilbert* 
Leonard Gilbert dead 





50 all 


50 


1170 


40 paid 


6.25 




20 all 


20 


1450 


50 paid 


7.75 


10 


50 " 


55 




50 all 


50 


3005 


paid 


15.02 




50 " 


50 




20 " 


20 




20 all 


20 


30 


33 paid 


48 


1400 


(( 


7.00 




50 all 


50 




25 " 


25 




20 paid 


20 


2210 


75 " 


11.80 




50 " 


50 




50 


50 



' Jacob and Peter Deal, butchers, lived where St. Stephen's Church 
now stands ; afterwards they removed to Fisher's Hollow. 

'' Henry Frailey. His house was at No. 4623 Germantown Avenue. 

' Thomas Bringhurst, manufacturer of drums, squares, saws, and 
coaches. His house still stands, No. 4627 Germantown Avenue. 

' Elizabeth Bringhurst, widow of John, who was a chaise- and coach- 
maker, and lived in what was known as " Bringhurst's Big House," 
now Gates's store, east corner of Germantown Avenue and Bringhurst 
Street. 

^ Isaac Bringhurst, son of John and Elizabeth Bringhurst, and manu- 
facturer of drums, 1812. 

* George Wolf, butcher, and son of Elizabeth Wolf. They lived on 
the site occupied by No. 4653 Germantown Avenue. 

' Charles J. Wister was a man of unusual attainments and public 
spirit. In his early life he was a merchant in Philadelphia, but after 
1812 made his home in Germantown. His house, still occupied by the 
family, and No. 4661 Germantown Avenue, was built in 1741 by John 
Wister, from whom the many bearing the name in the town are de- 
scended. He purchased a large tract of land in the place in 1731, much 
of which is still owned by his descendants. 

' Charles Gilbert, blacksmith, and son of Anthony, with whom he 
lived. 
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33 




4.23 




50 


paid 


50 


300 




u 


1.50 
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6.92 


37 




ii 
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825 




t( 


4.12 
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ii 
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320 


50 
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ii 


1. 
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all 
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paid 
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50 


all 


60 
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ii 
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Authony Gilbert^ . 
William Fry^ 
Rachel Fry's Est^ . 
Richard Bailey* 
& for lot of ground 
William Folwells Est' 
Benj Shoemaker's Est* 
William ]!*rutz' 
John ISTutz'^ . 
Leonard ISTutz' 
Charles Gallegher . 
Thomas Waterman* 
Samuel Buckius 
William Nice 
Joseph Waterman dead' 

' Anthony Gilbert, blacksmith. He lived at No. 4665 Germantown 
Avenue, still standing. He is remembered as having killed one Ritten- 
house, at Bayer's race-course, with a tent-pole. 

^ William Fry, coach-maker, probably a son of Eachel Fry. 

' Rachel Fry's house stood where No. 4667 Germantown Avenue now 
is. The name was originally spelt Frey, they being among the early 
German settlers. 

* Richard Bailey, a wealthy Englishman who settled here early in 
this century, and later started a brewery near Danenhower's dam. 

* William Folwell's estate. This is probably the house standing, 
though altered, at No. 4677 Germantown Avenue, and about this period 
the home of the Misses Donaldson. 

* Benjamin Shoemaker, grandson of Benjamin Shoemaker, mayor of 
Philadelphia and member of the Provincial Council. In early life a 
distiller in Philadelphia; later, he retired to the family homestead, 
located on Germantown Avenue and Shoemaker Lane, where Cottage 
Row now is. His family came to Germantown in 1686, the house being 
built about 1710. A few of the family still remain, though not direct 
descendants of his. 

' John and William Nutz, tanners, and engaged with their father 
Leonard in that business. Leonard Nutz, tanner; his yard was where 
house Nos. 4723, 4725 Germantown Avenue now stands, and was no 
doubt originally sunk by Isaac Shoemaker about 1700, who carried on 
the business there for many years. 

' Thomas Waterman's house stood where East Coulter Street 



' Joseph Waterman's house stood where East Coulter Street now is. 
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Jacob Baish^ . 


. 363 




paid 


1.81 


Woolery Fryhoffer^ 


. 281 


40 


a 


1.80 


Daniel Kings Est . 


. 1013 




a 


5.06 


Clement Bringhurst' 




33 


a 


33 


William Rankle* . 


. 40 


75 


i( 


95 


Thomas Armatts Est* 


. 289 




a 


1.44 


& for Friends Meeting G R 


. 131 




a 


65 


Joseph Alexander g 




25 


all 


25 


Thomas Armatts Est' 


. 513 




paid 


2.56 


John Hall 


. 213 


25 


iC 


1.31 


Matthew Meschert* 


. 1050 




(I 


6.25 


John Stuekerf 


. 1545 


1 


a 


8.72 


Jas Stokes Est* 


. 160 




ii 


80 


Bank U States Est' 


. 1550 




li 


7.75 


Henry Gravenstine '" 




25 


a 


25 



' Jacob Baish lived about where Jones's store now is, Germantown 
Avenue and Coulter Street. 

^ Woolery Fryhofier, a shoemaker, whose house stood where J. S. 
Jones's dry-goods store now is, corner Germantown Avenue and Coulter 
Street. 

' Clement Bringhurst, a coach-maker, who afterwards was located at 
the corner of Germantown Avenue and Laurel Street. 

* William Eunkle was the pastor of Market Square Church from 1802 
until 1806. He lived in the three-story stone house still standing, Nos. 
4747, 4749 Germantown Avenue. 

^ Thomas Armatt's estate. This was a lot where St. Luke's Church 
now is, and which he gave to the church, while the property, valued at 
five hundred and thirteen dollars, still stands, being owned by his de- 
scendants, and numbered 4755 Germantown Avenue. 

* Matthew W. Meshert's house was on the site of the Masonic Hall. 

' John Stuckert, store-keeper, whose store was No. 4765 Germantown 
Avenue. 

' James Stokes's estate. This was a house owned by him, at the east 
corner of Mill Street and Germantown Avenue. 

' Bank of the United States estate. This house still stands. No. 4781 
Market Square, being at present occupied by the Women's Christian As- 
sociation. During the yellow fever epidemic of 1793 the bank was moved 
here and had massive vaults constructed in the cellar to hold its treasure. 

" Henry Gravenstine lived on Church Lane. He was the first sexton 
of St. Luke's Church, and noted for his stoutness. His grandson died a 
few years ago, holding the same position which had previously been his 
father's and grandfather's. 
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Jacob Stroup ' . 




25 


paid 


25 


James Stokes ^ 


2250 


1 


li 


12.25 


George Stroup 




25 


a 


25 


Vicoxs Est 


325 




a 


1.62 


Jacob Eossetts's Est^ 


. 800 




li 


4.00 


David Meredith* 


. 480 




a 


2.40 


William Meredith* . 




33 


(C 


33 


John Frank 




25 




25 


James Mcllwaine' . 


135 


25 


a 


92 


Thomas Armatts Est* 


405 




u 


2.02 


Peter Reht 


25 


25 


li 


37 


George Haines gone 




25 


all 


26 


Stephen Boisburn'^ . 




25 


paid 


25 


Engle Bensells Est^ 


475 




(( 


2.37 


^ Jacob Stroup lived on Mill Stret 


jt, next to Gravenstine's. 


He was 



sexton of the Market Square Church, and from his red face became 
known as " Injun Jake." The old bell was supposed to toll " Injun 
Jake drove a stake." 

^ James Stokes, an Englishman, who came to America in 1776, made 
a fortune at the " Old London Coffee-House," and retired to German- 
town, purchasing this house, which stood at the north corner of Ger- 
mantown Avenue and School Street, where the insurance company now 
is. A number of his descendants remain in the town. 

' Jacob Rossett's estate. This was probably Jacque Marie Roset, a 
prominent French merchant of Philadelphia, who, as a relative of the 
family, wrote Ward, took up his permanent residence in Germantown, in 
the Toland house, in 1821. This house, as assessed above, was about No. 
4813 Germantown Avenue, and had most likely been previously used by 
him as a summer residence. 

* David and William Meredith, bakers. Their bakery was about where 
No. 4815 Germantown Avenue now stands. 

' James McIIwain lived just below Arniat Street, on Germantown 
Avenue. He was a well-digger, and was blown up while at work inside 
a well. 

* Thomas Armatt's estate. This property was known as Armatt's 
meadow, and was the tract of land lying between Laurel and Armatt 
Streets, fronting on Germantown Avenue. 

' Stephen Boisburn, a French refugee, who had a store for the sale of 
drugs, candy, and dry-goods, on Germantown Avenue, near Laurel 
Street. 

' Engel Bensell's estate. This was a meadow on the east side of 
Germantown Avenue, above Laurel Street. 
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John Frombergers Est ^ . 


. 1050 


paid 


5.25 


Jacob Grout ^ . 


. 940 


33 


5.03 


Jacob Grout Jr ^ 




50 " 


50 


Henry FeltyJr* . 




25 " 


25 


Alexander Armor ' . 


. 930 


33 " 


4.98 


Jacob Fry ' . . . 


. 2795 


1 " 


14.97 


Henry "Werfell poor 




25 all 


25 


Jacob Keel 




25 paid 


25 


Daniel Bowman^ . 


420 


40 " 


2.50 


Archibald McGlochlin . 




50 all 


50 


William Bowman* . 


440 


40 paid 


2.60 


Danl & Willm Bowmans Est . 


1135 


(( 


5.67 


Joseph Lehman ' . 




25 


25 


Godfrey Eppleyio . 




25 " 


25 


Henry Stroup " . . . 




25 


25 


Frederick Eppley gone . 




50 all 

1 i,.j. 


50 

,l,_i. 



^ John Fromberger's estate. This property lay between what was 
called Grout's Lane, now Laurel Street, and Jacob Fry's. 

* Jacob Grout, cooper, whose property was back from Main Street, 
the entrance to it being through Grout's Lane, now Laurel Street. He 
made casks for the Duponts, hauling them to Wilmington in wagons. 
The inhabitants of the town were one day startled to see the teamster, on 
his return, quietly sitting on a keg filled with powder, smoking his pipe. 

' Jacob Grout, Jr., cooper, a nephew of Jacob above. 

* Henry Felty, Jr., carriage-maker. 

' Alexander Armor, a carpenter, who lived about where No. 4847 
Germantown Avenue is. He afterwards lived opposite where No. 4848 
stands. 

* Jacob Fry. His property was about from the middle of Chelton 
Avenue, south a hundred feet on Germantown Avenue, east side. He 
was a farmer and store-keeper, doing a large and principally wholesale 
business with the farmers, who in that day brought their produce to 
Germantown to trade for groceries, etc. 

' Daniel Bowman, farmer, who lived three doors above Chelton Ave- 
nue, on Germantown Avenue. 

* William Bowman, farmer, who lived with his brother Daniel. He 
was choked to death while eating meat at supper. 

' Joseph Lehman, a hatter, near Bowman's. 

'" Godfrey Eppley, butcher, who afterwards joined the marine corps, 
and went with Gommodore Porter after pirates to the West Indies. 
" Henry Stroup, a laborer. 



Inhabitants of Germantown and Chestnut Hill in 1809. 461 



Frederick Shriver poor 
Kichard McCartney^ 
Samuel Bettons Est^ 
William Kulp 3 
Valentine Wunder* 
Sebastian Wunder* 
Jno. & Willm. Kulp's Est 
Jacob Stout 
Joseph Hergesheimer* 
& for T. Pike Compy. Est 
George Beck®. 
Henry Beck's Est 
Henry Beck® . 
Baltus Beck ® . 
Conrad Nell ^ . 
John Crout poor* 
John Brunner ' 
Jacob Brunner' 





25 


all 


25 


910 


50 


paid 


5.05 


1870 






9.35 


1210 


40 




6.45 


1900 


40 




9.90 




40 




40 


120 






60 




30 




30 




25 




25 


150 






75 




50 




50 


1200 






6. 




50 




50 


30 


50 




65 


335 


25 




1.92 




25 


all 


25 




50 


paid 


50 




25 


u 


25 



^ Eicbard McCartney had a soap-boiling and tallow-candle factory on 
the rear of a portion of the lot which now forms the site of the old rail- 
road depot, Germantown Avenue and Price Street. 

^ Dr. Samuel Betton owned a house at this time where Parker's store 
now is, north corner of Germantown Avenue and Price Street. It was 
afterwards purchased by the Wunders, and was for many years a tavern. 

' William Kulp, teacher at the Concord school. 

* Valentine Wunder, father of Sebastian. They were butchers, and 
lived at this time in a small stone house a little above Price Street, on 
Germantown Avenue. Later, they purchased Dr. Betton's, just below, 
and altered it into a tavern. Joseph Parker afterwards tore the house 
down and erected his stores on the site. 

* Joseph Hergesheimer was known as " Squire," and lived where No. 
4986 Germantown Avenue now is. He was a member of the Legislature. 

" Henry Beck's estate. This property was opposite Rittenhouse Street, 
on Germantown Avenue ; George, Henry, and Baltus are believed to 
be his sons. 

' Conrad Nell, above Beck's. He was a tavern-keeper and teamster. 

^ John Crout, cooper, who also fiirnished the Duponts with powder kegs. 
. ' John and Jacob Brunner were probably sons of Henry. At a fire 
at Lehman's lumber-yard, John placed his hand on a post just as Captain 
Ashmead drove his axe in it, the result being that his hand was cut ofi", 
from the efifects of which he died. He was a blacksmith by trade. 



462 Inhahitanls of Germantown and Chestnut Hill in 1809. 



490 


40 paid 


2.85 


720 


33 " 


2.93 




25 all 


25 




25 paid 


25 


355 


33 " 


2.10 


120 


25 " 


85 


30 


25 " 


40 


255 


25 " 


1.52 


495 


a 


2.47 


185 


20 " 


1.12 


125 


25 " 


87 


113 


25 all 


81 


255 


33 paid 


1.60 


200 


25 " 


1.25 




25 " 


25 


175 


a 


87 


40 


40 all 


60 


330 


paid 


1.65 



Henry Brunner^ 
Jacob Regar Junr ^ 
John Stroup gone 
Michael Young 
Jacob Showaker 
Frederick Shinkle^ 
Conrad Showaker* 
Joseph Shriver' 
Caleb Hughes's Est 
Godfrey Hope * 
John McCalvey 
George SteeF . 
William Wunder * 
John Brooker^ 
John Omensetter 
David Kelter's Est i» 
Jacob Heft gone " 
Mary Heft's Est 



^ Henry Brunner lived at No. 5027 Germaatown Avenue. 
^ Jacob Eegar lived at the corner of Haines Street and Germantown 
Avenue. In early life a tanner, but afterwards a constable. 
' Frederick Shinkle, a farmer, and next to Showaker. 

* Conrad Showaker lived on the lower side of Haines Street, west of 
the Methodist Church. A farmer. 

^ Joseph Shriver, hatter, who lived on Haines Street, nearly opposite 
the present Methodist Church. 

' Godfrey Hope lived on Haines Street, lower side, north of Hancock 
Street. 

' George Steel lived on the upper side of Haines Street. 

* William Wunder lived next to Steel. 

' John Brooker, well-digger, who lived on Haines Street, a little west 
of Shriver. 

'" David Kelter's estate. He was a small farmer whose place was on 
Mill Street, near Ross. 

" Jacob Heft, a butcher, who lived at No. 5037 Germantown Avenue. 
He saw the British, after the battle of Germantown, carry armfuls of 
muskets to the cart-way of the Engle house, opposite, where they struck 
them over a large cubical quartz stone which stood there to protect the 
gate-post. By this means they easily and eifectually destroyed them. 
The stone still stands in the same spot, performing its old and more 
peaceful duty. 
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John Trullinger 


610 


33 paid 


3.38 


Joshua Butcher's Est ' . 


163 


« 


81 


George Wunder^ . 


1445 


40 " 


7.62 


William Butcher''' . 




25 


25 


Jacob Shotz gone . 




50 all 


50 


Peter Klein 


930 


33 paid 


4.98 


William Miller's Est 


700 


a 


3.50 


George Klein . 




50 " 


50 


Danl. Pastorius* 


3605 


50 " 


18.50 


George Heft ° . 


60 


40 " 


70 


Charles Macknet ® . 


1240 


50 " 


6.70 


William Taylor gone 




50 all 


50 


George Fry 




25 paid 


25 


John Leibert's Est^ 


990 


a 


4.95 


John Shubert* 




20 " 


20 


John Engle» . 




25 " 


25 


Samuel Blair >» 


1390 


50 " 


7.45 



' Joshua Butcher's estate. His house, which was frame, stood on what 
is now E. H. Butler's lawn, Germantown Avenue, above Haines Street. 

^ George Wunder, butcher, and son of Valentine. His house was on 
E. H. Butler's lawn, Germantown Avenue, above Haines Street. 

° William Butcher, shoemaker, who lived just above Wunder's. He 
was the father of Theodore Butcher, for a number of years treasurer of 
the Germantown Saving Fund. 

* Daniel Pastorius, a descendant of F. D. Pastorius. His house stood 
in the centre of High Street. When his grandson, John, opened that 
street, he moved it north, where it still stands, being No. 5059 German- 
town Avenue, and owned and occupied by Dr. Dunton. 

* George Heft purchased "Ye Roe Buck Inn," No. 4612 Germantown 
Avenue, in 1819, from William Shippen, and made it celebrated as the 
Buttonwood Hotel. It is possible, in 1809, he was employed by Charles 
Macknet. 

" Charles Macknet kept the celebrated Green Tree Tavern, still stand- 
ing at No. 5067 Germantown Avenue. It was a famous resort for 
sleighing parties from the city in winter. 

' John Leibert's estate. This is the old house still standing, No. 5069 
Germantown Avenue. 

* John Shubert was probably the tenant in No. 5069 Germantown 
Avenue. 

' John Engle, tailor, who lived at No. 5073 Germantown Avenue. 
"" Samuel Blair, Jr., son of the following. His father built a house for 
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Samuel Blair Senr^ 

John Nell Junr ^ 

"William Leibert ^ 

John Leibert* . 

Jacob Kulp * . 

John Geissell *. 

Sebastian Hefelfinger dead^ 



2865 


50 paid 


14.82 




50 " 


50 




50 " 


50 


2315 


75 " 


12.32 


725 


50 " 


4.12 



2007 



40 " 
20 all 



10.43 
20 



him adjoining his own, which still stands, and belongs to the Button 
estate, north corner of Germantown Avenue and Walnut Lane. 

^ Eev. Dr. Samuel Blair, a son-in-law of Dr. William Shippen. Dr. 
Blair aided in founding the First Presbyterian Church of this place, the 
services being held for a time in his house, which still stands at the east 
corner of Germantown Avenue and Walnut Lane, and is now a boarding- 
house. The Normal Industrial School was also started here, from which 
later grew Lafayette College. 

^ John Nell, Jr., was commonly called " Lucifer," because he was 
always in mischief. Colonel Zane, a well-known person in the town, 
but of an opposite political faith from Nell, was so annoyed by his 
teasing that in an altercation he struck him on the head with his buck- 
horn-headed cane ; one of the knobs fractured his skull, from the effects 
of which he died. Zane was acquitted of intentional manslaughter. 

' William Leibert, a son. of John, and a bachelor, who is remembered 
for the eccentric habit he had of carrying two watches, one in each pocket. 

* John Leibert, tanner in early life, and a man of means, who lived 
at No. 5109 Germantown Avenue. The two large linden-trees, which still 
stand in front of the house, he paid John Shubert one dollar for getting 
for him down on the Schuylkill. 

^ Jacob Kulp owned a two-and-a-half-story house, which he purchased, 
with two and a half acres of land, from the estate of Jacob Engle, in 
1806. The property adjoined the Mennonite Church, Germantown 
Avenue, and passed into the hands of Samuel Keyser, shoe manufac- 
turer, in 1828, whose heirs sold it and the adjoining property, in 1870, 
to W. Pastorius. 

° John Geissel, proper name John Keisel, owned the property north 
of the Mennonite Church, Germantown Avenue, containing sixteen 
acres. Philip Physick purchased it in 1839, and sold, in 1841, the 
Germantown Avenue front and house to Samuel Keyser, whose heirs sold 
it to Washington Pastorius, who built Nos. 5121 and 6123 Germantown 
Avenue, and opened Pastorius Street. This tract of sixteen acres sold 
for eighteen hundred and fifty pounds in 1797. 

' Sebastian Hefelfinger, a German, who lived in one of the several 
small houses in the rear of No. 5123 Germantown Avenue, in after-years 
known as Keyser's Court. 
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John Smith gone ' . 
Yost Smith 1 . 
Yost Smith Junr gone ^ 
Philip Enopp* 
Francis Engle* 
Susannah Engle's Est * 
Jacoh Moyer" . 
Henry Moyer's Est* 
Jacob Keyser* 
William Keyser^ 
Hannah Eeyser's Est* 
Enoch Keyser' 







20 all 


20 






25 


paid 


25 






40 all 


40 






25 




25 




413 


50 


paid 


2.56 




490 






2.45 






50 




50 




. 960 






4.80 




. 1097 


50 




5.98 






50 




50 




. 880 






4.40 






50 




50 



' Yost Smith, with his sons, Yost, Jr., and John, had a frame shop 
on what is now the north corner of Germantown Avenue and Pastorius 
Street. 

' Philip Knopp, a German tailor, who lived in Keyser's Court as above. 

' Francis Engle, son of Jacob Engle, owned the old house, still stand- 
ing, No. 5137 Germantown Avenue. It was purchased, in 1752, by 
Benjamin Engle, from his father, Paul Engle, cordwainer. 

* Susanna Engle's estate. The house still stands, No. 5139 German- 
town Avenue. She was a daughter of Paul Engle, and aunt of Francis. 

* Henry Moyer's estate. This house stood where No. 5145 German- 
town Avenue now is. Henry's son Jacob was a book-binder, and lived 
in it. 

' Jacob Keyser occupied the house, still standing, now No. 5149 Ger- 
mantown Avenue, which had been erected by his ancestor, and that of 
the others bearing the name in the town, Dirck Keyser, shortly after his 
arrival here in 1688. Jacob was a well-to-do and respected citizen who 
farmed his land, which extended as far back as the Chestnut Hill Eail- 
road, as well as manufacturer of shoes. 

' William Keyser, son of Jacob, and, like him, a shoe manufacturer, 
who in after-years moved to Swedesboro', where he died. 

* Hannah Keyser's estate. The house still stands. No. 5153 German- 
town Avenue. 

' Enoch Keyser, son of Hannah, with whom he lived. A wheel- 
wright by trade, and a man of enormous strength, who is remembered as 
having lifted the millstone at the Johnson tannery, which weighed over 
a thousand pounds. At the Falls of Schuylkill he got into an alterca- 
tion with a man for striking a boy. A general fight followed. Governor 
Mifflin interfered to preserve order, when " Nulk" Keyser " booted" 
him, and picked him up and threw him over a hitching-post. The affair 
ended, however, in a jollification, in which the governor took part. 
Vol. XV.— 30 
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Wm. Hergesheimer's Est^ 


. 530 




paid 


2.60 


Charles Dannenhower 




25 


(( 


25 


Samuel Keyser^ 




33 


u 


33 


Samuel Weaver' 


. 1220 


40 


a 


6.50 


Martin Weaver* 


. 480 


40 


u 


2.80 


Jacob Bowman * 


. 660 


40 


a 


3.20 


Conrad Redheffer' . 


. 140 


50 


u 


1.20 


Susannah Nice's Est^ 


1125 




a 


5.62 


John Snyder^ . . . . 


767 


25 




4.08 


Jacob Snyder'' 


70 


25 


a 


60 


Christ. Wilt poor . 




25 


all 


25 


Jacob Enorr* 


225 


50 


paid 


1.62 


Jacob Knorr's Est* . 


940 




(( 


4.70 


John Lange ' . 


60 


1 


it 


1.30 


Sanson Richards gone 




20 




20 



^ William Hergesheimer's estate. The property still stands, though 
altered, No. 5159 to 5163 Germantown Avenue. 

^ Samuel Keyser, born 1783, died 1868. He was the eldest son of 
Jacob, and, like his father, a shoemaker. He for many years lived where 
Nos. 5121 and 5123 Germantown Avenue now stand. He held many posi- 
tions of trust, and was much respected by the community. 

' Samuel Weaver, son of Martin Weaver, butchers, whose houses are 
now numbered 6165 and 5167 Germantown Avenue. 

* Jacob Bowman, cedar-cooper, whose house still stands, No. 5171 
Germantown Avenue. 

^ Conrad Redheifer married a daughter of Hannah Keyser, and after- 
wards kept a tavern called " The Wigwam," at her house No. 5153 Ger- 
mantown Avenue. 

^ Susanna Nice's estate. This was the old Washington Tavern 
which still stands at the east corner of Washington Lane and Ger- 
mantown Avenue. It had been kept for many years by Winfred Nice, 
her husband. 

' John and Jacob Snyder, farmers, whose property was on Washing- 
ton Lane, in the rear of the Washington Tavern. 

* Jacob Knorr, cabinet-maker and undertaker, whose shop was on the 
north corner of Washington Lane and Germantown Avenue, where the 
business is still carried on by Kirk & Nice, having been established by 
Knorr in 1776. The property marked as estate was the house still stand- 
ing, No. 5207 Germantown Avenue, and built by him in 1760. It is still 
occupied by his descendant, Miss E. Dorsey. 

' John Lange, a doctor, who married a Knorr, and lived at No. 5207 
Germantown Avenue, still standing. 
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26.27 
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Thomas Forrest^ 
John Keyser^ . 
Abraham Keyser' . 
Rudolph Grote 
Samuel Betton Jr gone ^ 
George Swenks Est 
Jacob Moyers Est . 
George A. Blank . 
Jacob Buddy poor* . 
Benj Chews Est* 
H. W. A. Stoneburnor 
Geo. S. Bensells Est^ , 

^ Thomas Forrest, a celebrated colonel in the American army during 
the Eevolution. In 1788, he bought the handsome country-seat, of latter 
years known as "Pomona," on Germantown Avenue, above Washington 
Lane. It was built in 1760, by Samuel Shoemaker, mayor of Philadel- 
phia. In 1890, the house was torn down and the property cut up into 
building lots. 

' John Keyser, shoe manufacturer, and father of Jacob, who lived on 
what is now the east corner of Germantown Avenue and Duval Street. 
His house still stands, forming the upper portion of No. 5233. During 
the battle of Germantown the family placed an apple under the cellar 
door, and from the elevated position of the house were able to watch the 
light going on around them. 

' Abraham Keyser, son of John, and, like his father, a shoemaker, was 
a bachelor, who in the latter part of his life became an earnest Friend, 
and lived at Nos. 4747 and 4749 Germantown Avenue, opposite the 
Friends' Meeting, where on Quarterly Meeting days he dispensed his 
hospitality to the many gathered. 

* Samuel Betton, Jr., born 1786, died 1850. He studied medicine, 
and had an extensive practice in the town. His wife was the only child 
of Colonel Thomas Forrest. 

^ Jacob Buddy was a laboring man who lived in a small house on Ger- 
mantown Avenue, below Johnson Street. 

* Benjamin Chew, Chief-Justice of Pennsylvania. He built the well- 
known Chew homestead, "Cliveden," in 1761, on what is now the north 
corner of Germantown Avenue and Johnson Street. In the battle or 
Germantown the place was taken possession of by the British, and there 
was much hard fighting around it. It is still owned and occupied by 
the family. 

' H. W. A. Stoneburnor and George S. Bensell's estate. This was 
part of a tract of nineteen acres in the inhabited part of Germantown, 
and six side lands purchased by Paul Engle, Sr., in 1709, and thirty -one 
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40 
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Jacob Clemens^ 
Walter Dunn . 
Michael Billmeyer^ . 
Henry Sharpnack* . 
Daniel Sharpnack gone* 
Robert Kirk . 
John Heister gone' 
"William Heister poor' 
Peter Axe ' 
Andrew Hart dead . 
Jacob Baker . 
Thomas Keyser'^ 
James Pettit . 
& for Jno Johnsons Est 
Peter Rittenhouse . 
Abraham K PauP . 
Jacob Horter' . 

acres purchased in 1738. The inhabited land was above Herman Street 
and east of Germantown Avenue, while the side lands were northeast of 
Johnson Street and Germantown Avenue. Engle'a daughters, — Mary 
married Leonard Stoneburner, and Sarah, Charles Bensell. This tax was 
for the side land, the representatives being Engle's grandsons. 

^ Jacob Clemens started the mill on Carpenter Street, which afterwards 
became so well known as the Glen Echo Carpet Mills, to make kerseys 
for the soldiers during the war of 1812. He married a Stoneburner, 
probably the daughter of H. W. A. Stoneburner, and lived in the house 
still standing. No. 5245 Germantown Avenue. 

^ Michael Billraeyer, printer, born 1752. He, in connection with his 
brother-in-law, Peter Leibert, did quite an extensive business as print- 
ers and publishers. His house still stands on the north corner of Ger- 
mantown Avenue and Upsal Street, and is occupied by his descendants. 

' Henry Sharpnack owned the land where Sharpnack Street now is. 
His house still stands on the east corner of said street and Germantown 
Avenue. 

* Daniel Sharpnack, son of Henry, and, like him, a farmer. 

* John and William Heister. This should be Heisler. They were 
cedar-coopers, and lived at No. 5405 Germantown Avenue. 

° Peter Axe, a hatter, who lived just above the Heislers. 
' Thomas Keyser is said to have lived where No. 5413 now is. 
' Abraham K. Paul, a butcher, who lived next above Jacob Horter. 
' Jacob Horter, butcher, whose house still stands, No. 5439 German- 
town Avenue. 
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Abraham PauP 

John Rook 

Jonaii. Williamson 

Peter Hartman 

Jacob Gorgas^ 

Adam Nice 

William Strunk gon 

John Beck Jr* 

John Beck (Dyer) 

John Beck (Turner) gone 

Daniel Beck* 

Jacob Reese's Est 

William Axe . 

John Leisinger' 

George Kesser's Est 

John Kinuards Est 

Klinken Johnson* 

Joseph Eaton . 

Isaac Zimmerman poor 

Ezekiel Eaton gone 

George Shugart 

& for George Gorgas's Est 

Conrad Idle' . 

Philip Weaver* 

' Abraham Paul owned the property now known as the GriflSth place, 
Chew, opposite Sharpnack Street. He purchased it in 1764 for twelve 
hundred pounds, and is described in the deed as Abraham Paul, of Lan- 
caster County, yeoman. 

^ Jacob Gorgas is said to have lived in the stone house still standing 
on the north corner of Germantown Avenue and Gorgas Street. 

' John Beck, with his son, John, Jr., who lived on Germantown Avenue, 
just above Church Street. 

* Daniel Beck lived at what is now No. 5483 Germantown Avenue. 
^ John Leisinger lived where No. 5489 now is. 

* Klinken Johnson, farmer, who lived in the old stone house still 
standing, Nos. 5565 and 5567 Germantown Avenue. 

' Conrad Idle built and probably occupied the house, still standing, 
No. 5511 Germantown Avenue, now Mr. E. P. McOullagh's. 

^ Philip Weaver owned the old stone house still standing on the 
west corner of Germantown Avenue and Westview Street, No. 5502 Ger- 
mantown Avenue. 
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Jacob Hessei-' 
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Jacob Derr^ . 
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& for John Fry's Est 
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George Hesser^ 
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Francis Lewis gone . 




50 all 
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Elizabeth Starr's Est* . 


830 




paid 
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Elias Eecker . 
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& for Abm. TJnrue's Est . 


920 
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Henry Anneshensel 




20 
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Henry Anneshensel Jr . 
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John Recker poor . 
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all 
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Jacob Eecker gone . 
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Thomas Holloway . 
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Nichoals Guyer 
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& for Christ. Fisher's Est 
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John Johnson's Est 
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Joseph Felty . 
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20 



' Jacob Hesser, probably a son of the Widow Hesser who married 
Jacob Derr. 

'^ Jacob Derr lived on the old property on the east corner of Mount 
Pleasant and Germantown Avenues. 

^ George Hesser built and occupied No. 5519 Germantown Avenue, 
now belonging to the Bayard estate, shortly after the battle of German- 
town. His cellar was dug just before the fight, and was utilized as a 
grave for some of the killed, and then iilled up ; so he dug a new one a 
little farther southeast. 

* Elizabeth Starr's estate. She owned and occupied a part of the old 
stone and plastered houses Nos. 5464, 5466, 5468 Germantown Avenue. 

' Jacob Good, a shoemaker, whose name remains to us in Good Street. 

' William Leibert, a son of Peter, became a bookbinder, and built 
the house still owned by his grandson, W. M. Leibert, No. 5566 Ger- 
mantown Avenue. 
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Peter Leibert ' 

John Cauffman gone 

Christopher Mason ^ 

George Hergesheimer * . 

John Johnson * 

Jacob Rittenhouse * . 

& for John Johnsons Est, 

& for Friends Meeting Q- R 

Jacob Conrad . 

John Beck 

& for Est . 

John Nell" . 

Ann Geissells Est . 

& for Friends Meeting Gr R 

Peter Parring . 

& for Jonan Worrells Est 

Bernard Matthias poor . 

Barbara Engles Est' 

' Peter Leibert, printer, born 1727, died 1812. He formed a partner- 
ship with his brother-in-law, Michael Billmeyer, and they did quite an 
extensive business as printers and publishers. He lived at No. 5370 
Germantown Avenue, at present owned and occupied by J. B. Crowson. 

' Christopher Mason owned the old house still standing at the south 
corner of Germantown Avenue and Weaver Street. He kept a store 
and amassed a fortune. 

" George Hergesheimer lived at the west corner of Upsal Street and 
Germantown Avenue, in the little old house still standing. He was a 
blacksmith, and for many years supervisor of the roads. 

*John Johnson, son of Joseph and Elizabeth, built the handsome 
old homestead, now known as " Upsal," in 1798. It still stands at Ger- 
mantown Avenue and Upsal Street, and is occupied by his descendants. 

^ Jacob Eittenhouse, superintendent of the turnpike, who lived in an 
old house below Johnson's, and afterwards for many years lower down, 
No. 6260 Germantown Avenue. 

' John Nell, a drummer of the war of 1812. He had a little place 
where West Johnson Street and Germantown Avenue now are, the truck 
from which his wife sold in market. Her temper occasionally got the 
better of her ; when she began scolding, he would get his old drum out 
and so effectually outdo her that she was glad to ask for quarter. 

' Barbara Engle's estate. This was an old pebble-dashed house, on 
the corner of Johnson Street and Germantown Avenue, torn down about 
two years ago. 
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' John Heilig, clock-maker, owned and occupied the old house, still 
standing, No. 5262 Germantown Avenue. 

^ Charles Francis owned the house, now somewhat altered, No. 5256 
Germantown Avenue. 

' Charles Adams, a storekeeper in his mother's — Magdalena Adams — 
house, No. 5260 Germantown Avenue. She is remembered as a particu- 
larly bright old lady, and was the grandmother of the late George W. 
Carpenter. 

* John Francis, a teamster, whose house stood at No. 5254 German- 
town Avenue. 

* William Keyser, tanner, had his yard in the rear of his dwelling, 
the latter still standing. No. 5252 Germantown Avenue. He was a 
brother of Eev. Peter Keyser. 

* George Peters kept a hotel at what is now known as the " Ship 
House," No. 5234 Germantown Avenue, from- the plaster ship on the 
lower gable. Of late years it has been owned and occupied by the 
Bockius family. 

' Jacob Unroht, manufacturer of horse-collars, had his shop in the 
old stone building, now falling to pieces, whose number would be about 
6220 Germantown Avenue. 

' Jacob Unroht, Jr., son of above. 

' Thomas Moyer married an Unroht, and was engaged in the same 
business. 
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' Peter Keyser was born in Germantown, 1766 ; died 1849. In early 
life a tanner, later he engaged in the lumber business in Philadel- 
phia. In 1828, he settled permanently in his home. No. 5214 German- 
town Avenue, now owned by Elwood Johnson. He was, besides, a 
well-known preacher, endowed with a remarkable memory, and much 
beloved by the people among whom he lived. Some hard fighting was 
done in the rear of this property during the battle of Germantown, the 
testimony thereof being still borne by an old cedar fence filled with 
bullet-holes, which has remained undisturbed all these years. 

* Samuel Johnson, son of John and Rachel, born 1777, died 1847. By 
trade a tanner, and lived at the corner of Germantown Avenue and 
Washington Lane. 

^ John Johnson was a descendant of Dirk Jansen, as are the others 
bearing the name in the town. John erected the old Johnson home- 
stead, still standing at the west corner of Germantown Avenue and 
Washington Lane, in 1768. Back of it he had his tan-yard. 

* Michael Lippard, a wheelwright, whose house stood where No. 5178 
Germantown Avenue now is. His old barn is on the place and still used. 

' George, Frederick, and Elizabeth Axe inherited the properties where 
now stand Nos. 5174, 5176, and 5178 Germantown Avenue, probably 
from John Frederick Axe, who was prominently connected with the 
upper burying-ground, and most likely their grandfather. George was 
a wheelwright, and had a shop on the Johnson place, corner of German- 
town Avenue and Upsal Street, but about 1836 moved to Illinois. 
Frederick was a cripple, and used crutches, having a small store at the 
corner of Germantown Avenue and Mill Street, where he sold small 
wares. He became such a firm believer in the doctrines of the Millerites 
that he gave his stock away before the day appointed for the ascension, 
but was very glad to replace it when disappointed in his expected trip. 

" Ezekiel and William Busby (should be Buzby), brothers. Ezekiel 
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Joseph Baisli ^ 
Henry Felty gone . 
Leonard Felty listed 
John Robeson insane 
George Stroup 
Anthony Johnson * 
Justus Johnson ^ 
Caspor Moyer poor* 

Whatmore 

George Smith" 

Jacob Smith" . 

Peter Dedier ' . 

Peter Dedier gone* . 

Conrad Phillips Est^ 

Andrew Heath ' 

& for Anthy Johnsons Est' 

kept a grocery store in the old house, still standing, No. 5069 German- 
town Avenue. They afterwards removed to Springhouse, where their 
descendants now are. 

' Joseph Baish, a German cedar-cooper, who had his house and shop 
at what is now Nos. 5162 and 5164 Germantown Avenue. His wife was 
one of the characters of the town, being well known to all as " Granny" 
Baish. She sold apples to the school-boys, and where one was specked 
she would plug it with a sound piece. During the yellow fever epi- 
demic, when the people looked with apprehension on her wares, she 
assured them they were " Angels' Food," and perhaps she was correct. 

^ Anthony Johnson, son of John Johnson, lived at No. 5146 Ger- 
mantown Avenue, still standing. In the rear of the house was a large 
tract of land, which now forms Talpehocken Street. 

' Justus Johnson, son of Anthony, as above. 

* Caspar Moyer lived in a small house on the west side of Germantown 
Avenue, a little above Herman Street, where one Mary Moyer had a shop. 
Her sign was sufficiently unique to rescue it from the oblivion of time. 

" I, Mary Moyer, keep cakes and beer ; 
I make my sign a little wider, to let you know I sell good cider." 

* George Smith and his son Jacob lived where No. 5128 now is. They 
bought flour at the mills and took it to town to market. 

* Peter Dedier and Peter, Jr., followed farming, and lived in the house 
No. 5124 Germantown Avenue. 

' CoDrad Phillips's estate. This is the property now No. 5116 Ger- 
mantown Avenue. 

* Andrew Heath occupied the house owned by Anthony Johnson, 
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Benj Davis ' 

Michael Keyser ^ 

Matthias Knorr' 

John Knorr * . 

Jesse Roberts " 

& for Reuben Haines Est * 

Ralph Peters . 

& for Hannah Hannaess Est 

Conrad Witsell gone 

John Mertz gone . 

Leonard Mertz Jr . 

Leonard Mertz Sen 

& for Joseph Prichards Est 

John Hefts Est ^ . 



and still standing, No. 6112 German town Avenue. Heath, who dressed 
as a Friend, and probably was one, was said to have conducted the 
British into Germantown at the time of their occupancy. 

^ Benjamin Davis lived below Heath's, and was at one time postmaster 
of the town. 

^ Michael Keyser, tanner, lived on the site of Nos. 5102 and 5104 Ger- 
mantown Avenue. He was born 1745, and died 1826. He was noted 
for his charity. All strangers coming to the town received a hearty 
welcome at his house, and were given supper, lodging, and breakfast. 
It is remembered during the B.evolution that when Christopher Sower 
was in prison he gave him his coat and hat. 

' Matthias Knorr lived at the west corner of Germantown Avenue 
and Walnut Lane. His family bought the property in 1728, and retained 
it until 1849. 

* John Knorr, son of Matthias, as above. 

' Jesse Roberts, brewer at the Haines brewery. This well- remembered 
establishment stood in from the main street, about where West Walnut 
Lane has since been opened. Roberts is principally remembered now, 
by the old people who went to him for yeast as children, as being an 
exceedingly cross man. He afterwards removed to Luzerne County. 

* Reuben Haines, born 1785, died 1881. He was noted for his pub- 
lic spirit and scientific attainments, being also originator of the hose 
companies in Philadelphia. He was the owner and occupant of 
" Wyck," the Haines estate, situated at the south corner of German- 
town Avenue and Walnut Lane, which has been occupied by the family 
since 1697. 

' John Heft's estate. Heft was a butcher, whose house stood on Ger- 
mantown Avenue, above Harvey Street. 
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^ Jacob Eeaver, magistrate, located about the corner of Germantown 
Avenue and Harvey Street. 

^ Jacob Keyser's estate, located on Harvey Street, just in from Ger- 
mantown Avenue. 

' Lydia Roop's estate. The homestead was located on what was 
known as Roop's Lane, now Harvey Street, a short distance in from 
Germantown Avenue. Jacob, William, and Joseph are believed to 
have been her sons. 

* Charles Engle occupied the Engle homestead, built by his father in 
1758, No. 5034 Germantown Avenue. In the rear was the tannery which 
for more than a century did duty, but is now abandoned. The house 
still stands, and is occupied by his descendants. 

* Richard Engle, tanner, an uncle of the late Charles B. Eagle. He 
resided in the old Engle homestead. No. 5034 Germantown Avenue, and 
afterwards removed to Bustleton. 

° Joseph Jacobs, a store-keeper, lived in one of a row of frame build- 
ings on Germantown Avenue, below Lafayette Street. 



Inhabitants of Germantown and Chestnut Hill in 1809. 477 



George Miller* 

& for Charles Engle's G E 

John Detweiler^ 

Charles Engle's G R 

John Peisly^ . 

& for Joseph Jacob's Est 

& for Charles Engle's G E 

James McMurter* . 

& for Charles Engle's G R 

John Eobeson 

& for Charles Engle's G E 

William Stevenson* 

& for Charles Engle's G E 

Abraham Eulp* 

George Wunder Jr^ 

Bernard Adams gone' 

Jacob Sorber gone' 

John Kulp gone*" . 

& for Peter Smith's Est*" 





25 




25 


. 210 




paid 


1.05 


. 115 


33 




90 


. 140 






70 




25 




25 


. 182 






91 


. 15 


25 




32 


. 140 






70 


. 295 


50 




1.97 


. 140 






70 


. 766 


33 




4.16 


. 294 






1.47 




25 




25 


. 30 


25 




40 




50 all 


50 




50 


(( 


60 




33 


<( 


33 


. 700 




paid 


3.50 



' George Miller, a clock-maker, who resided next below Jacobs. He 
was the grandfather of Hiram Miller, the well-known builder. 

^ John Detweiler, a store-keeper, who was next below Miller's. 

' John Peisly, a shoemaker, who resided in a frame house below Mil- 
ler's, owned by Jacobs. 

* James McMurter, hatter, who lived below Peisly. 

* William Stevenson, shoe manufacturer, who lived on the west comer 
of Eittenhouse Street and Germantown Avenue. 

' A. Kulp combined the trades of shoemaker and stone-mason. 
' George Wunder, Jr., butcher. He married a daughter of Stevenson, 
and afterwards had his place of business in the Stevenson house. 

* Bernard Adams, a shoe manufacturer. He was the son of Magda- 
lena, who lived at No. 5260 Germantown Avenue. 

" Jacob Sorber, shoemaker, who afterwards moved to Flourtown. It is 
probable that at this time Kulp, Adams, and Sorber were apprentices 
learning their trade with Stevenson, and living with him, after the good 
old fashion. 

'" John Kulp probably lived in the house of Peter Smith, which stood 
on the south corner of Eittenhouse Street. Smith was a blacksmith, 
and his son John, who followed the same trade, made quite a fortune, 
and built the house now standing there, belonging to Daniel Keyser's 
estate. Kulp was a farmer. 
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' Conrad Carpenter lived at what would be now No. 4942 German- 
town Avenue, and was an active, public-spirited citizen. He was the 
father of the late George W. Carpenter. His business was that of a 
hardware dealer, as well as a carpenter by trade. 

" Widow Ogilby's estate was the house now numbered 4940 German- 
town Avenue. 

' Joseph and Jacob Green, hatters, who afterwards carried on business 
at No. 4809 Germantown Avenue, and later removed to Nos. 4562 and 
4564 Germantown Avenue, where their descendants are still engaged in 
the same business. 

* Anthony Hergesheimer is believed to have at this period owned the 
Fountain Inn Tavern, Germantown Avenue, opposite Price Street. He 
afterwards removed to the city. 

^ John Wister's estate. John Wister, born in Philadelphia, 1776 ; 
died in Germantown, 1862. A merchant in the former place who per- 
manently located in Germantown about 1812. His estate was on Ger- 
mantown Avenue, above Chelten Avenue, which he named " Vernon." 
It has this year been located on the city plans as a park. Mr. Wister 
was a man of great kindness of heart and liberality. 

* Melehior Ming. The Mings came to Germantown in 1728. Their 
house, which has been altered into a tin-shop, still stands at No. 4912 
Germantown Avenue. After the battle of Germantown it was used as a 
hospital. 

' John Cook. His house was torn down by the Saving Fund when 
they erected the building at No. 4908 Germantown Avenue. Cook had 
a store for a time just above Price Street, on the east side of Germantown 
Avenue, but afterwards moved away and all trace of him was lost. 

* Joseph Channon, a relative of John Cook, and lived in the same 
house. He was a shoemaker, and in addition carried on the manu- 
facture of lamp-black, which he made from tar and rosin. His brand 
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stood very high, from the fact that it was all caught on linen sheets, 
while the ordinary kind was scraped from the walls of the building. 
The business was continued until about 1860. 

' Godfrey Showaker, a farmer, who occupied a portion of one of the 
Kurtz houses, Germantown Avenue, below Chelten Avenue. 

* Henry Kurtz, a German, who is remembered as wearing small- 
clothes and a cocked hat, and being attended on his walks by six dogs. 
His property stood on the south corner of Germantown and Chelten 
Avenues. 

' John Fry had a tin-shop in a portion of the Kurtz property, on 
the south corner of Germantown and Chelten Avenues. He was ex- 
ecutor for Kurtz and purchased the property, being succeeded by his 
son, William K. Fry, in business, who is still well remembered by 
many. 

* George Eiter owned the property where now stands No. 4848 Ger- 
mantown Avenue. He ran a stage line. 

^ John Moyer, a farmer, owned and lived in a house that stood on a 
tract of ground where Stokes's Block now is, from Nos. 4830 to 4848 Ger- 
mantown Avenue. 

' Benjamin Lehman lived in the house still standing. No. 4818 Ger- 
mantown Avenue. He was an active man in public affairs, and much 
esteemed. He had a lumber-yard in the rear of his house, which busi- 
ness is still carried on by the Messrs. Langstroths, a little above the old 
site. 

' Casper Werfell, shingle-shaver in Lehman's lumber-yard. 

' Jacob Werfell, son of Casper, shoemaker by trade. 

° William Lehman, son of Benjamin, who was superintendent of the 
Union Canal, and resided in Lebanon. 

^'' William Fryhoffer, son of Woolery. He was for a time tax collector 
and postmaster. 
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' John Taylor's estate. This was, no doubt, the old King of Prussia 
which still stands at Nos. 4812, 4814, and 4816 Germantown Avenue. 
From the association I should judge Alexander McCarraher was the 
proprietor, but have been unable to verify it. 

^ Engle Bensell was probably a son of Charles and Sarah Engle Ben- 
sell, and resided in the house still standing, though altered. No. 4806 
Germantown Avenue. 

' Sarah Billing's estate. She was a relative of the Bensells, and lived 
in the fine old house recently torn down to make way for the addition 
to the Bank of Germantown, No. 4804 Germantown Avenue. 



(To be continued.) 



